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Welcome back to school! We hope you enjoyed your winter break! When we think 
about a new year, goal-setting often comes to mind. Have you set any goals for 2017? 
Goal-setting can be beneficial for children as well. Discussing short-term and long-
term goals allows them to identify what they would like to accomplish, and together we 
can help them create a plan to do it. Whether it is a goal to bring up their grades, 
make new friends, demonstrate random acts of kindness or improve in sports or hob-
bies, with the right guidance children can experience both small and great successes. 
 
Consider writing a goal with your child or even writing a family goal. Reading together 
as a family, playing a board game together once a week, or setting aside time to talk 
about your week are just a few ideas.  
 
A goal for us here at VES is to have students in class on time, all day, every day – the 
Viper Way! Talk to your child about the importance of outstanding attendance! Would-
n’t it be a great goal to never be late in 2017? Will you accept the ‘no tardies’ in 2017 
challenge? 
 
Whatever goal you set, our teachers and staff are always here to support each and 
every child in being their personal best!  
 
We encourage you to stay involved through participating in school-wide events, Parent
-Teacher Organization, School Advisory Council and conferences with your child’s 
teacher. Follow us on Twitter @VineyardsVipers and like our Vineyards Elementary 
Facebook page.  
 
Thank you to our wonderful parent and community volunteers. 

Mrs. Smith and Dr. Fuller 

We look forward to continuing to  

develop our students into “Lifetime 

Learners on the Path to Success”! 



Kindergarten 

The kindergarten students have been very busy this past quarter reading and writing.  

They are working very hard at putting those sounds together to make words and          

sentences. In math, they compared and ordered the height of objects, and measured     

objects using a variety of measuring tools including cubes, paperclip, and popsicle sticks.  

They also learned to represent numbers to 20 in many different ways and sequence them.  

In the Third quarter, they will begin to add and subtract by reading word problems and     

determine if they need to add more, or take some away.  They learned about the different 

ways people around the world celebrate, and hope your family has a wonderful holiday 

season.  Please remember to have your child read each night, and encourage your child 

to write complete sentences using capitals, spaces, lines, and punctuation.   

CLASSROOM CORNER 

First Grade 

First graders have been busy learning about space in science this quarter.  We started our 
study with gravity where they learned that it is the force that keeps us on the ground and 
prevents us from floating away.  We experimented with the effect that spinning has on 
gravity.  Then we studied the stars. Did you know that stars are made of hot gas and that 
the sun is a giant star?  We also learned about the phases of the moon.  This happened to 
occur right near the time of the super moon which was really neat to learn about.  We 
even made the phases of the moon out of Oreo cookies.  Last we finished our study of 
space up with the solar system.  Can you name the planets in order from the sun?  Just 
remember the saying “My Very Excited Mother Just Served Us Noodles” (Mercury, Venus, 
Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune).  



Third Grade 

Happy New Year from the third grade team!   We are eager to be back 
and get to work!  Teachers and students are working hard to make this year a 
success!  

Third grade students had hands-on experience with economic concepts 
during our “Garage Sale.”  Students applied skills learned such as supply and   
demand, opportunity cost, goods and services, etc. to ensure a successful 
sale.  After earning classroom currency for good choices exhibited at school, 
our third grade “resourceful entrepreneurs” sold approved goods and services 
and we shopped   until we dropped! What an enjoyable time! 

We are diligently working to prepare for our state tests in both reading 
and math.  Students are reading fiction and nonfiction texts carefully and using 
their taught strategies to fully comprehend texts. We are also practicing writing 
skills as we draft, revise, and publish informational essays, opinion/persuasive  
essays, narratives, and respond to texts.  In math, students are beginning to 
study fractions and applying mathematical concepts to improve problem-solving 
skills.  

Second Grade 

Second quarter for second grade started off with a shake, rattle, and roll as we 

celebrated the 50th day of school with a 50s themed day of fun and learning with activities 

based on the number 50.  It was out of this world.                  

We studied Native Americans, Pilgrims, and the First Thanksgiving.  Students 

dressed the part as they re-enacted the First Thanksgiving Feast with a real feast in 

our classrooms!  That was a tasty activity we will never forget!                        

 We have been busy reading, writing, learning about sources of energy, pushes and 
pulls, magnets, partner and teams, solving math story problems, and tons of other     
concepts.  The quarter has flown by, and we look forward to learning more in third   
quarter. 



Fourth Grade 

Fourth Grade has been busy in reading, writing and math!  We love writing 

informative and opinion pieces.  We have been incorporating these types of 

writing across the curriculum in all content areas.  Each time our pencil 

touches the paper our inner voice magically gets recorded for all to read 

and enjoy.  We also enjoy working on science and social studies projects 

and learning new educational computer programs that help to sharpen our 

academic skills.  As we study we realize that the FSA test is approaching, so 

we are consistently reflecting on our work and including examples and    

details from the text in our writing.  We are also hard at work solving math 

problems multiple ways. We feel confident with what we have                   

accomplished so far and look forward to the FSA test  knowing we will meet 

the challenge with great success. 



Fifth Grade 
October to December was filled with many exciting learning activities for 5th grade. In Math,     
classes worked on addition, subtraction, multiplication and division of fractions and decimals,    
multiplication and division with large digits with the standard algorithms, and will soon be working 
on  two-dimensional figures as we approach the FSA Math Assessment.  
 
In Science, Fifth Graders have been learning Animal and Plant Adaptations and have just started in 
the Space Unit.  Each class has participated in hands-on science labs while practicing the scientific 
method, as well as continuing to bring in some spectacular monthly STEM projects.  
 
The 5th grade teachers are amazed at the creativity we are seeing! In addition, each class has been 
working extremely hard on their writing skills with various types of writing like Opinion, Narrative, 
and Explanatory.  
 
Now that the first semester is over, classes will be gearing up for the FSA ELA Reading and Math  
Assessments and the FCAT-2.0 Science Assessment in the Spring.    A great place for parents and  
students to practice and become familiar with the FSA Assessments is to visit the FSA Portal at 
www.fsassessments.org . This site is a plethora of information on the assessments coming up.  
Please take time WITH your child to check it out!   
 
In Social Studies, classes have been exploring American History and the impact of colonial  
settlements in North America, and how explorers used resources and technology to find trade 
routes and settle new areas. The 3rd Quarter is already here….5th grade has many fun learning     
experiences ahead as we make that final push before our students head to middle school!   

HELP WANTED! 

We would love to have you volunteer at Vineyards.  

 It is as easy as 1, 2, 3. 

1.Complete an online application at www.collierschools.com,  

2.Be entered into the “Fastpass” system at our front office,  

3.Attend a volunteer orientation at Vineyards. 

Any Questions?  Please contact Alysha Duran at (239) 377-8713. 

I pledge to  

come to school  

the Viper way! 

ON TIMEALL DAY 

EVERY DAY! 

I Pledge to be  

Respectful,  

Responsible,  

Peaceful, and a  

Problem-Solver. 

I will be a Be Worthy  

student at Vineyards. 

http://www.fsassessments.org


On the Run with P.E. 

Students had an awesome time this quarter in PE!  First, students practiced 

throwing over hand and underhand.  They played a fun game called “Snow 

Ball” to practice over hand throwing.  Then, they learned basketball skills 

(dribbling, passing, etc.).  Students in grades 3-5 played a modified game 

called side line basketball.  Students in grades K-5 also prepared for field day.  

Field day was December 21 and students did an awesome job cheering for 

each other.  So thankful for our PTO and Publix for their water donation and 

to the faculty and staff for all their help to make field day a wonderful        

success!! Kids on the Go will start up again on January 24.  The permission 

slips and details will be sent home soon.  If your student cannot participate in 

PE due to sickness or injury please send a note with them.  If it is more than 

one week per the student handbook, please send in a note from a doctor.  If 

your student can’t do PE per doctor’s orders, please bring a note from the 

doctor to the school nurse.  She will then get a copy to PE. 

Media Center News 

Third, fourth, and fifth graders are steadily reading the 
Sunshine State Young Readers Award chapter books. 
Many are planning to finish all 15 and participate in the 
May celebration. Kindergarten, first, and second grade 
students are reading the Sunshine State Junior books. 
We will be voting on our favorites at the end of March. 

Keep on reading! 

- Ms. Bolen and Mrs. Fornberg 

Computer Corner 

 

Ozobots are small, smart toy robots that 
empower gamers and learners to code, 
play, create and connect the physical 

and digital worlds.  Check out our VES 
students in action with Ozobots! 



Greetings from the Art Room!  

    Greetings from the VES art room!  For most grades, quarter two focused on the Art        
Element of Color.  Students learned about the primary colors and what happens when they are 
mixed together or when you mix them with black or white. A lot of artwork was already sent 
home, however, some classes were still finishing up projects the last week before break and 
will be returned in early January. 

      Another Quarter Two Learning Goal was to teach the students how art can be used in the 
community.  For Veterans Day, we teamed up with the Publix at Vineyards to decorate brown 
grocery bags honoring our Veterans.  The bags were passed out to customers on Veteran’s 
Day.  I was so proud to share our artwork with Naples community.  I want to extend a BIG thank 
you to Mrs. Kozel, “Mrs. K”, for delivering the bags between our school and Publix. 

      You should know that we actually have two art teachers here at Vineyards.  Myself and Mr. 
Lane Beauvais.  Mr. Beauvais is here on Thursdays and teaches one class of each grade level.  
He spends the rest of his week teaching PE at Estates Elementary school AND Village Oaks    
Elementary in Immokalee.  We are both happy to answer any questions you have about our cur-
riculum. 

 

Artfully Yours, 

Mrs. Powell 

A Note From Mr. Ziegler 
As we move into the 3rd grading period, the primary classes will continue to    
explore the relationships between various music concepts:  loud/soft, fast/slow, 
high/low, long/short etc.  The 3rd graders will begin their Recorder Karate unit.  
Be on the lookout for the order form this month.  The 4th grade will begin  
working on the “Link-Up” repertoire to prepare for their trip to Artis Naples.  
During this field trip scheduled for May 9th, the students will sing and play re-
corders along with the Naples Philharmonic Orchestra!  Also, the 5th graders will 
begin their guitar unit in January as well.  Congratulations to the following 5th 

grade students:  

Logan B., Michael B., Antonia G., Nico R., Lindsay S., and Nina S.  

They will represent VES as members of the Collier All-County Choir on January 

27th. 

Don’t forget to check out the full color      

version of our newsletter at                       

http://www.collierschools.com/ves 



The Importance of Family Dinners 

Busy schedules of both parents and children make it harder to have "family dinners." But families may 
not be aware of the benefits that come with regularly eating together at the table. Research suggests 
that having dinner together as a family at least four times a week has positive effects on child              
development. Family dinners have been linked to a lower risk of obesity, substance abuse,  eating      
disorders, and an increased chance of graduating from high school. 

Conversation 
Eating dinner together as a family provides the opportunity for conversation. This lets parents teach 
healthy communication without distractions from smart phones, television, computers, and mobile       
devices.  By engaging your children in conversation, you teach them how to listen and provide them with 
a chance to express their own opinions. This allows your children to have an active voice within the  
family. Conversations at the dinner table expand the vocabulary and reading ability of children,           
regardless of socioeconomic status. Family dinners allow every family member to discuss his or her day 
and share any exciting news.  
Use these tips to encourage conversation: 
 Discuss the child’s day. Express an interest in your child’s daily life. 
 Discuss current events. Bring up news that's appropriate for your child’s age. 
 Let all family members talk. Be an active listener and be sure your child learns to listen as well. 
 Encourage your child to participate. Do not underestimate your child’s ability to hold a conversation. 

Developmental Benefits 
The sense of security and togetherness provided by family meals helps nurture children into healthy, 
well-rounded adults. Frequent family dinners have a positive impact on children's values, motivation, 
personal identity, and self-esteem. Children who eat dinner with their family are more likely to              
understand, acknowledge, and follow the boundaries and expectations set by their parents. A decrease 
in high-risk behaviors is related to the amount of time spent with family—especially during family din-
ners.  
To make the most of your family mealtime, follow these guidelines: 
 Turn off television, radio, mobile devices, etc., during dinner. 
 Have family dinners at least four or five times a week. 
 Enjoy positive conversation during the meal. 
 Spend an hour eating dinner, conversing, and cleaning up together. 

Nutritional Benefits 
Eating dinner together as a family also encourages healthy eating habits and provides a model for       
children to carry with them into adulthood. Studies show family dinners increase the intake of fruits and 
vegetables; families who eat dinner together tend to eat fewer fried foods and drink less soda; and family 
meal frequency is linked to the intake of protein, calcium, and some vitamins.  
Here are some mealtime suggestions:  
 Cook as a family and include everyone in the preparation process. 
 Experiment with fun recipes. 
 Remake old recipes with healthier alternatives. 
 Have “theme” cuisine nights such as Italian, Mexican, or Caribbean. 
 Know your children’s favorite meals and cook them on a rotating basis. 
 Create your own recipes. 
Nightly family dinners may require effort in planning, but the benefits in mental and physical health to 
you and your family are more than worth it.  
 

Adapted and excerpted from: 
J. Lyttle and E. Baugh, The Importance of Family Dinners (FCS2286), Department of Family, Youth and Community Sciences (Archived).  
A. Paredes and K. Shelnutt, Raising Healthy Children: The Importance of Family Meals (FCS8925), Department of Family, Youth and Community Sciences 
(06/2010). 

Guidance From Guidance 

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/fy1195
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/fy1195


Reading Tips from the Reading Coach 

 
With our Florida Standards Assessment, English Language Arts (FSA ELA) Writing Assessment just 
around the corner, I thought this would be the perfect opportunity to offer some writing tips so that you 
may support your child’s writing at home.  In helping your child to learn to write well, remember that 
your goal is to make writing easier and more enjoyable.  
 
Provide a Place, Opportunity and Materials 
 It’s important for a child to have a good place to write--a desk or table with a smooth, flat surface 

and good lighting. Provide plenty of paper--lined and unlined--and things to write with, including pen-
cils, pens, and crayons. Help your child spend time thinking about a writing project or exercise. 
Good writers do a great deal of thinking. Your child may dawdle, sharpen pencil, get papers ready, 
or look up the spelling of a word. Be patient--your child may be thinking.  

Respond 
 Do respond to the ideas your child expresses verbally or in writing. Make it clear that you are         

interested in the true function of writing which is to convey ideas. This means focusing on "what" the 
child has written, not "how" it was written. It's usually wise to ignore minor errors, particularly at the 
stage when your child is just getting ideas together.  

Praise 
 Take a positive approach and say something good about your child's writing. Is it accurate?           

Descriptive? Thoughtful? Interesting? Does it say something?  
Make it Real 
 Your child needs to do real writing. It's more important for the child to write a letter to a relative than it 

is to write a one-line note on a greeting card. Encourage the child to write to relatives and friends. 
Perhaps your child would enjoy corresponding with a pen pal.  

Note-taking  
 Encourage your child to take notes on trips or outings and to describe what was seen. This could   

include a description of nature walks, a boat ride, a car trip, or other events that lend themselves to 
note-taking.  

Brainstorm 
    Talk with your child as much as possible about impressions and encourage the child to describe  

people and events to you. If the child's description is especially accurate and colorful, say so.  
Keep a Journal 
 This is excellent writing practice as well as a good outlet for venting feelings. Encourage your child to 

write about things that happen at home and school, about different situations, things that are being 
learned, things to remember or things the child wants to do. Especially encourage your child to write 
about personal feelings--pleasures as well as disappointments. If the child wants to share the journal 
with you, read the entries and discuss them--especially the child's ideas and perceptions.  

Write Together 
 Have your child help you with letters, even such routine ones as ordering items from an                  

advertisement or writing to a business firm. This helps the child to see firsthand that writing is            
important to adults and truly useful. Also, carry on a conversation between yourself and your child.  In 
addition to writing, they also have the opportunity to practice reading authentic writing.  

Make Lists 
     Most children like to make lists just as they like to count. Encourage this. Making lists is good     

practice and helps a child to become more organized. Boys and girls might make lists of their      
records, tapes, baseball cards, dolls, furniture in a room, etc. They could include items they want. 
It's also good practice to make lists of things to do, schoolwork, dates for tests, social events, and 
other reminders.  



 A Message from our Intervention Support Specialist 

Stressed About Tests? 

As spring approaches, the standardized testing season is beginning.  If your student 

is experiencing stress or anxiety about these assessments, try these tips from the 

ESE desk: 

  Emphasize effort rather than score; remind your student that as long as they do 

their best, that is what’s important. 

 Teach meditation techniques that your student can practice before or during tests 

when experiencing anxiety. 

  Show your student how to do exercises such as deep breathing and visualization 

in order to get through stressful moments during tests. 

 Teach positive self-talk:  “I can do this,”  “I’m smart,” “I’m working my hardest,” etc. 

 Make sure your student gets a healthy breakfast each morning. 

 Ensure your child gets a good night’s sleep each night (not just the night before the 

test!) 





Thanks to all who made this a memorable day for the     
students of VES.  We would especially like to thank        

Mrs. Newbrough, Miss Irwin, and Mr. Calcagnini for all of   
their hard work! 


